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Kika de 18 Garza
WASHINGTON, D. C. - As I write this, I am getting ready to go to a
conference of our country's agl'icultural attaches in Latin America, to be held at the U. S.
Embassy in Mexico City. I attend in my capacity as chairman of the House Agriculture
Subcommittee on Departmental Operations.
U. S. agricultural attaches from allover Latin America will bring their
expert knowledge to the discussion of such subjects as trends in U. S. trade policy with
special reference to Latin America, problems of the livestock and meat industry, the oUt-
look for cotton in this area. Special attention will be given to export tools needed to
increase shipment of our agricultural products into Lattn ~rica. Also coming in for,
discussion will be the status of the sugar industry and sugar legislation, on which my
committee is holding hearings in Washington.
All these are matters of great concern to South Texas. I know I will
learn things of value to our area, and I hope I can contribute something worthwhile at the
conference.
WASHINGTON VISIT Thirty four Starr County high school students so
impressed President Nixon on their do-it-yourself trip to Washington recently that the
President mentioned them when he addresaed the Governors'meeting in Williamsburg. The
President praised the young people for their self-help activities which made their trip to
Washington possible.
Their visit with the President in the Rose Garden at the White House was
the highlight of their trip for the young people and their six sponsors. The boat trip
down the Potomac River to Mount Vernon Saturday and good seats at the Ringling Brothers
Circus did not come near rating the same enthusiasm as did the visit with President Nixon.
We were very proud of these youngsters as ambassadors from South Texas. Their unfailing
politeness, their natural courtesy, their general demeanor won them friends.
Included among those in the party were: Sharon Anderson, Oscar Brown,
Celeste Cantu, Eulalio Carrera, Minerva Carrera, Victor Carrera, Oralia Chapa (Vice-
PreSident), Charles Christesson, Joe Falcon, Ida Garza (Secretary), Javier Garza, Carolyn
A. Gebhart, Donald Gebhart, Belta Gonzalez, Clarissa Gonzalez, Flavio Gonzalez, Julian
Gonzalez, Gilberto Guerrero, SylVia Hinojosa, Thalia Hinojosa, Sue Ann Kenmotsu, Debbie
La Grange, Edna I. Ramon, Linda Rochester, Diane Russell, Patrick Russell, Elizabeth Saenz,
Javier Saenz, Eli Villarreal (Parliamentarian), and Rosa Villarreal, all from Rio Grande
City; Jaime E. Ramirez, Norman Ramirez (Treasurer), Patsy Ramirez, and Robert Rac~ircz
1:'.11 from Roms; and their sponsors, Dr. and Mrs. Mario Ramirez, of Roms; Mr. and Mrs.
Ruben Saenz, Miss Hortencia Lopez and Mr. James Shaffer, all from Rio Grande City.
PAN-AMERICAN HIGHWAY In a little more than five years motorists ar~
expected to be able to drive from mid-Alaska down to the southern tip of South Americe,
Obotacles have been removed from the last portion of the famed, long-delayed, l4,OOO-mile
Pan American Highway. Agreement has been reached with Panama and Colombia to start work
en the remaining uncompleted section, known as the Darien Gap, through 256 miles of
jungles and swamps in the two countries.
Congress already has voted this country's share of the money required--
about $ 200 million--and the remaining $50 million is said to be available in Panama ani
Colombia. Present plans are to let bids for the highway project in July and to start
construction at the beginning of the next dry season in January. Five years will then be
re,;uired to complete a usable road, 10 years for a fully paved highway. Up to now the
road has been 33 years in the building.
REVENUE SHARING President Nixon is making a strong effort to con-
7i~~e the American people -- and, of course, Congress of the merits of his revenu-
shering plan. His plan calls for appropriating $5 billion in new funds for general
revenue sharing with no strings attached, and some $11.5 billion in special revenue shar-
ing under which 130 present Federal programs.would be abolished and their funds spent by
local governments for law enforcement, manpower training, urban development, rural develop-
mant, education and transportation.
States, counties and cities everywhere in the nation are in bad shape
financially, and the revenue sharing plan has much appeal. Whether the money is spent
by the Federal government or state and local governments, it still comes from the same
place--that is, the taxpayer's pocket. In the cons.tant rush to expand govfl::ument hn~~·'··~~
grants and services, little thought is given to where the money is coming from and, as a
~:=ult, multi-billion-dollar deficits continue to mount. Another danger in revenue
s},3ring is that the plan might end up in making local govermnents completly dependent on
snd subservient to Washington.
VISITORS Visiting my office this week were Mr. Al Cisneros, Mr.
RC'bert D. Manning, and Mr. Ted W. Albright, all from Brownsville; Mr. Don Gray of
.;_c"Ungen; Mr. Oziel Garza of McAllen, now stationed in Washington, D. C. with U. S. Arnr};
Mr. Willie Lopez, also from McAllen, now in the U. S. Navy; and Mr. D. Douglas Peel ~~
Pharr.
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